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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE COMMISSIONER FOR  
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

Statement 
HON LINDA SAVAGE (East Metropolitan) [5.32 pm]: I will make a few comments tonight about the Joint 
Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People, of which I became a member in June 
this year. Today, a report was tabled by the committee called “A Review of the Exercise of the Functions of the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People.” I will comment on the minority report that I have written, which 
is attached to that report. I will leave it to members to read that minority report if they are interested but I draw 
member’s attention to one aspect of it this evening; that is, chapter 6 of the report. I will comment on the section 
about the “Report of the Inquiry into the mental health and wellbeing of children and young people in Western 
Australia”. That report was handed down in 2011 by the Commissioner for Children and Young People. I refer 
to the committee’s report at page 111— 

The PRESIDENT: Order members. There is a member on her feet making a statement and there is a lot of 
movement and conversation. Please pay attention to what a member is saying.  

Hon LINDA SAVAGE: At page 111 of the joint standing committee report it states — 
There was also concern amongst the Committee members in relation to the strength of the evidence 
base of the report, particularly in an evidence based report intended to be read by a wide audience. The 
Committee’s concern was, in large part, due to the general nature of some of the statements in the report 
and the limited referencing in some areas. 

The committee’s report goes on to say — 
Improved referencing would have been of benefit to many of these people who may not have a detailed 
knowledge of the literature, just as it would have been to the Committee in its reading of the report. 

I do not share the committee’s concerns about the evidence base, the general nature of statements or limited 
referencing in some areas. The seven examples provided are, in my opinion, either non-contentious or 
adequately referenced. In some cases, other references throughout the commissioner’s mental health inquiry 
report support those references. The examples provided in the committee’s report to illustrate that the evidence 
base of the commissioner’s report is insufficiently referenced must be viewed in the context of the total number 
of references that included 849 footnotes and 229 references. Also, the expert reference group gave evidence to 
the committee that the report was based on the best research available leaving the joint standing committee itself 
to note that members of the expert reference group did not hesitate to agree with the statement that the report 
reflected the best national and international research, as accepted by experts in the field of mental health and 
children and young people.  
I encourage members to read the total report as well as my minority report, but in regard to some other 
comments made by the joint standing committee in its report, I do not have concerns with the terms of reference 
of the commissioner’s inquiry into the mental health of children and young people or the research methodology, 
the project management and projects, the strength of the evidence base, any conflict of interest, or the evaluation 
procedure. By coincidence, today we have tabled the joint standing committee’s report one day after Professor 
Bryant Stokes’ report was tabled. I have looked at that report briefly and I direct members to page 18 of the 
Stokes report, recommendation 8, which concerns children and youth. The Commissioner for Children and 
Young People submitted recommendations to the report, which notes at recommendation 8.10 — 

This Review supports the recommendations submitted by the Commissioner for Children and Young 
People … 

Interestingly, if members read the recommendations supported by the Stokes review that form part of its 
recommendations, members will find that many are somewhat similar to the recommendations in the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People’s report of 2011. In fact, in some cases they are identical. For 
example, recommendation 8.10.2 of the Stokes review is the same as recommendation 14 of the Commissioner 
for Children and Young People’s mental health inquiry report. Similarly, recommendation 8.10.6 is identical to 
recommendation 20 of the Commissioner for Children and Young People’s report.  

I noted in my minority report the response received when the Commissioner for Children and Young People’s 
mental health inquiry report was first tabled in May 2011. Some of that correspondence was provided to us in 
evidence following its tabling and included a letter from the Minister for Mental Health, Hon Helen Morton, who 
wrote on 13 July 2011 — 

‘I congratulate you and your staff on the quality of the report with important recommendations to 
improve mental health and wellbeing of the children and young people of Western Australia.’ 
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It also included a letter from the then Minister for Education, Hon Elizabeth Constable, who wrote on 27 May 
2011 — 

‘I congratulate you and your team on your achievement in successfully undertaking the Inquiry and 
producing such a comprehensive report.’  

Both of those extracts reflect my own views on the strength of the mental health inquiry report of the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People. In closing, I would like to congratulate the commissioner again, 
along with the expert reference group and the independent reviewer, for the inquiry and their parts in it, and for 
the report that they produced in 2011. That report continues to be referenced regularly and applauded for what it 
did in the ground-breaking work in putting a focus on the issue of children and young people’s mental health. I 
believe it is a document that will continue to be used and referred to for years to come.  
With regard to the other comments in my minority report, which also refer to the Commissioner for Children and 
Young People’s mental health inquiry report, I will leave those for members who are interested in them; and also 
the three other findings that I do not agree with in the standing committee’s report, if they are interested.  
 


	JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE COMMISSIONER FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE
	Statement


